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Participants:

BoD member: Abhijit Sen (Chair), Mitsuru Kikuchi (CEO), Rajdeep Singh Rawat (Chair-
elect), Ryoji Matsumoto, Yoshiharu Ohmura, Tony Murphy, Peng-Fei Chen, Yutong Li,
Sudeep Bhattacharjee,

Auditor: Yoshihiko Uesugi

Absent: BoD: Zensho Yoshida, Myeun Kwon, Masaharu Shiratani, Min Xu, Wonho Choe,
Rajaraman Ganesh, Hyyong Suk
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Agenda:

1. FY2024 Budget Balance Sheet Report
2. FY2024 Business Report
3. FY2025 Business Plan
4. FY2025 Budget Plan
5. Discussion on new activities proposed by current and next DPP chair
6. Next term BoD and Change in Articles of Incorporation
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Abhijit Sen chaired the meeting and welcomed all the members.
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Discussions
1. FY2024 Budget Balance Sheet Report

- Kikuchi presented the FY2024 budget balance sheet. Total income increased due to the large
number of participants at DPP 2023 (Nagoya), support from sponsors, and funding from local
governments. Assets at the end of FY2024 were 31.8 million yen. Kikuchi summarized that
although the budget situation is good, DPP needs to increase its reserve, because DPP would
have a huge deficit if the annual conference were to be cancelled for some unforeseen reason.
- Kikuchi mentioned that the budget balance for DPP2024 at Malacca will be challenging
because hotel expense is more than that in DPP2023, while LOC is making efforts to reduce
other costs.

- Chen suggested to use smaller rooms to reduce costs.

- Kikuchi noted that some sessions are very crowded. In the Malacca conference, the main hall
will be divided into three rooms for parallel sessions to reduce the number of rooms.

- Rawat asked about the sources of income for RMPP.

- Kikuchi responded that DPP receives 25% of net income from RMPP. The income depends
on the number of pages in the published paper.

- Auditor Uesugi reported that the financial statements are in order.

- Uesugi suggested that a person for accounting should be appointed to reduce the burden on
the CEO.

- The budget balance sheet was approved by Zoom participants. Hyyong Suk approved by
electronic vote.

2. FY2024 Business Report

- Kikuchi introduced the FY2024 business report. Everything is going well. DPP membership
has increased to 3,390. There were 661 presentations at the AAPPS-DPP2023 Nagoya meeting.
- Sen asked about the percentage of female presenters.

- Kikuchi replied that the percentage is about 18%.

- Kikuchi reported that the mini-workshop on Women in plasma physics (WIPP), and mini-



workshop on probing, controlling, and understanding WPIs in space and laboratory plasmas
were held at AAPPS-DPP2023.

- Kikuchi reported on the preparations for AAPPS-DPP 2024 to be held at Malacca.

- Kikuchi reported that RMPP has been indexed to Scopus (cite score 5.9) and Web of Science.
- Kikuchi mentioned that DPP2024 will give priority for financial support to women
participants from Pakistan, Uzbekistan, and India. He also reported five female plenary
speakers in 2023 annual conference. It is planned to have at least 20% female IOC members in
the next year.

- Sen stated that at least one woman should be on the selection committee for each award.

- Kikuchi noted that the WIPP activity was started by Sen and thanked Murphy for organizing
the WIPP workshop with Anne.

3. FY2025 Business Plan
- Kikuchi introduced the FY2025 Business Plan and stated that new initiatives will be
proposed by the next DPP chair R. Rawat.

4. FY2025 Budget Plan
-Kikuchi introduced the FY2025 budget plan. He also reported that there will be 560
presentations at AAPPS-DPP2024 in Melaka and that it will be difficult to have a good surplus
due to high venue costs and limited support from sponsors.
- Sen asked about support from the government.
- Kikuchi replied that the Malaysian Institute of Physics (MIP) will provide some support to
local participants and those from India.

5. Discussion on new activities proposed by current and next DPP chair
- Kikuchi mentioned that Sen and Rawat will give presentations at the end of this meeting

6. Next term BoD and Change in Articles of Incorporation
- Kikuchi reported that Tao Shao, Wulyu Zhong, Jinping Qian, and Anisa Qamar will be newly
appointed as Board members, and that Anisa Qamar will be a BoD member in charge of WIPP.
- Kikuchi mentioned that the Articles of Incorporation will need to be revised as the number of
Board members will exceed the maximum of 16. The number will be increased to 20, which
will be approved at the General Assembly.
- Rawat proposed to include the past chair on the Board member.
- Kikuchi noted that in Japan fusion and plasma societies’ past chairs never stay in BoD.
- Sen suggested to invite the past chair to the BoD meeting as a member without voting rights.
- Kikuchi noted that I-HAC already has a role of the advisory board
- Sen suggested to discuss the role of the past chair and the re-activation of the [-HAC in the
next meeting.

Vision statements and General Discussion

- Sen summarized the activities FY2024. The most successful activity was the WIPP. The
workshop was well attended and excellent recommendations were made. He also reported that
efforts were made to organize workshops and schools for local researchers and students for
whom it is difficult to attend international conferences.



- Sen reported that he also made efforts to strengthen cooperation with APS and EPS, and hoped
that the new chair would carry on these activities and strengthen networking.

- There were discussions on how to strengthen cooperation with EPS and APS. Sen suggested
that it would be useful to invite leading persons from EPS and APS (e.g. Chairs) to become
members of DPP- IHAC in order to involve them more directly in our activities. It can also help
us in establishing suitable MOUs with these societies. Kikuchi supported this idea and
suggested that we continue discussing this and taking this further in our future meetings.

- Rawat thanked Sen for his leadership over the past two years and said that DPP needs to work
on better sponsorship, more exhibitors, stronger connections with companies, and more
nominations for the Plasma Innovation Prize. He also proposed to increase the opportunity of
training schools and information sharing.

- Rawat proposed to establish AAPPS-DPP Fellows to recognize their contributions for
AAPPS-DPP.

- Kikuchi stated that the AAPPS-DPP Fellow positions should not be sold and expressed
concern about having DPP Fellows independent of AAPPS. Relation to AAPPS fellowship is
of concern. [AAPPS council made decision on AAPPS fellowship in 2017 including honorary
fellows of Asian Nobel prize winners and past AAPPS presidents. |

- Kikuchi also expressed concern about the country balance of AAPPS-DPP Fellows. EPS has
fellowship [https://www.eps.org/page/distinction_fellows ].

Individuals whose achievements in physics, whether in research, industry or education and/or through commitment
to the SOCIETY warrant specific recognition are eligible to become EPS Fellows.

- Some board members were positive to the idea of establishing Fellows, while others expressed
concern. There were discussions on a lot of effort to process recommendations (Sen), possibility
of automatic online nomination (Rawat), needs for manual check (Kikuchi).

- Rawat discussed how to strength PIP. Kikuchi suggested a possible change in the name of PIP
like “Edison prize”, which was supported by Sen.

- Rawat discussed efforts to support schooling at Singapore, possible online WS (Golant
tokamak, Al for fusion, low temperature plasma) with ICTP, IAEA, etc.

- Uesugi stated that Kikuchi's workload at the DPP is too high and should be broken down.

- Kikuchi suggested that Rawat appoint someone to run his new activity or do by himself.
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Sen concluded the BoD meeting by thanking all the members for their active participation.
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Date of Resolution: 26 Aug, 2024
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Representative Director: Mitsuru Kikuchi
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